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Solar System Facts: 

1. All objects in the Solar System move around the Sun in 

elliptical orbits. 

2. The mechanism that causes the orbit of objects in the Solar 

System is one of the fundamental forces in nature: gravity. 

3. Though it is common for most people to believe that the edge 

of the Solar System is that of Pluto’s orbit, this is far from the 

truth. There are many objects beyond Pluto. There are two 

major regions beyond Pluto. The first is the Kuiper Belt, a 

region of asteroids similar to the asteroid belt between Mars 

and Jupiter, and the Oort Cloud, a spherical region that 

contains numerous comets. 

4. In terms of mass, the Sun comprises over 99.86% of the 

Solar System, with the planet Jupiter accounting for most of 

the remaining mass. 

5. Mars has the biggest volcano (that we know of) in the solar 

system. This includes Olympus Mons, the biggest volcano 

ever discovered in the solar system. At 374 miles (602 km) 

across, the volcano is comparable to the size of Arizona. It's 

16 miles (25 kilometres) high, or triple the height of Mount 

Everest, the tallest mountain on Earth. 

https://theplanets.org/kuiper-belt/
https://www.space.com/20133-olympus-mons-giant-mountain-of-mars.html

